
 

 

COVID-19 Update #11 – April 27, 2020 
 

              NOTICE TO STFF, FAMILIES AND SYSTEM PARTNERS 
School Closure Extended Until At least May 31, 2020 
 
April 27, 2020 
 
Dear Staff, Families and System Partners, 
 
Yesterday afternoon, the Ministry of Education provided official notice that it is extending the school 
closure period for all schools in Ontario until at least May 31, 2020. The extension is based on expert 
advice from the Chief Medical Officer of Health and health officials on the provincial COVID-19 Command 
Table, as part of an effort to keep students, staff and families safe.  Please click here to read the Ministry 
of Education’s media release. 
 
Microsoft Teams Live Event with Director Haime 
Director of Education, Derek Haime will be hosting a Microsoft Teams Live event with staff, students and 
families this week to share information, stay connected and answer questions. Everyone is welcome to 
attend this session from the comfort of your home. The event will be as follows: 
 
WHEN:   Thursday, April 30 at 7:00 PM Central 
WHERE:  Microsoft Teams Live Event 
 
An email with the link and instructions for the live event will be shared in a separate email. 
 
Cancellation of Professional Activity Days 
In addition to the extension of school closures, the Ministry also announced that all remaining Professional 
Activity (PA) Days and examination days will be replaced with instructional days for the remainder of the 
2019 – 2020 school year.  
 
Check-Ins  
We know that life at home during this pandemic continues to be challenging for many families. Our 
educators have been reaching out to students and families in a variety of ways to make sure they are okay, 
and to ensure that they have what they need to learn from home. If you need additional resources or 
support in terms of equipment or supplies, or other services please convey your needs to your educator or 
please contact your school principal. They will be happy to have a confidential conversation with you to 
help ensure that your child’s learning needs are met during this challenging time of extended school 
closures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/04/school-closures-extended-to-keep-students-staff-and-families-safe.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/04/school-closures-extended-to-keep-students-staff-and-families-safe.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p


 
 

 
 

Completion of the School Year  
The Government of Ontario has made it very clear that no student will have their graduation compromised 
by COVID-19.  
 
In a public announcement, Minister Lecce stated, “regardless of what transpires over the coming weeks, 
Ontario’s students will be able to complete their school year with confidence. For students in their final 
year, we are removing all impediments to ensure students graduate and pursue post-secondary education.”  
 
At the end of March, the Ministry of Education unveiled the second phase of Learn at Home to ensure the 
continuity of learning for students. At Kenora Catholic, our educators are continuing to connect with their 
students, to keep learning moving forward in a variety of different ways, from Google Classrooms, 
Brightspace, emails, telephone calls and, in some cases, printed learning materials.   
 
Expanded Summer Learning  
The Minster of Education indicated that at this time there is no need to extend the school year into the 
summer. The Ministry’s media release refers to the introduction of an expanded summer learning 
program that will focus on credit recovery, supports for vulnerable students, and course upgrading. At this 
time, we do not have any additional information, but we will share updates as new information becomes 
available.  
 
Financial Support for Families 
The Ministry of Education is providing financial support for parents to assist with the costs of educational 
resources as a result of Ontario’s declared emergency. Click on this link to learn more about Support for 
Families.  

 
How to Contact us During this Time 
Please contact our schools or the Catholic Education Centre in the following ways: 

• St. Louis School – stl@kcdsb.on.ca 
• Pope John Paul II School – pjp@kdsb.onca 
• St. Thomas Aquinas High School – sta@kcdsb.on.ca 
• St. John School – sjs@kcdsb.on.ca 
• Ecole Ste-Marguerite Bourgeoys – smb@kcdsb.on.ca 
• Catholic Education Centre – info@kcdsb.on.ca 

You can also reach us by telephone at (807) 468-9851. 
 
Please note that a teacher’s name may not show up on your telephone. If you’ve missed a call from an 
Unknown Number be sure to check your voicemail as it may be your child’s teacher calling.  
 
The news of the extension of school closures will be challenging for many people as we continue social 
distancing in the coming weeks. Your efforts and support are critically important and applauded as we all work 
together to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. Please continue to do all that you can and follow the advice 
and recommendations of our public health officials and stay well as you take care of your family.   
 
The health and well-being of our students, staff and families are of the utmost priority, while we support 
student learning at home in a variety of ways. Please know that you are always in my thoughts and prayers.  
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

 
 

Derek Haime, Director of Education 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home?share=3032aa70-62de-11ea-ad72-e97032f287f1
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